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1 . (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone against movement 
relative to a second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of: 

positioning a retainer member formed of bone through the first bone and into the second 

bone; 

preventing relative movement between the first and second bones with the retainer 
member for a period of time; and 

thereafter, breaking the retainer member to release the first and second bones for 
movement relative to each other, wherein the retainer member 13 broken in a joint space located 
between the first and second bones, 

2. -4. (Cancelled) 

5, (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim I further comprising 
utilizing the retainer member to form an opening in the first or second bone *n the patient's body 
by moving at least a portion of the retainer member through a compact outer layer of the first or 
second bone into cancellous bone enclosed by the compact outer layer. 

6. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim J further comprising 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the second bone by moving a portion of the 
retainer member formed of bone into the second bone and transmitting force between an outer 
side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the second bone, 

7, (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim I further comprising 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with first bone by moving a portion of the 
retainer member through a portion of the first bone and transmitting force between m outer side 
surface area on the retainer member formed ofbone and the nrst bone. 

8. -15. (Cancelled) 

i 6. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 wherein said step 
positioning the retainer member formed ofbone through the first bone and into the second bone 
includes moving a leading end portion of the retainer member formed ofbone through the first 
bone and into the second bone and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed ofbone 
when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone has moved a predetermined 
distance into the second bone disposed in the patient* s body* 
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17-45. (Cancelled) 

46. (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone in a patient^ body against 
movement relative to a second bone in the patient's body, said method comprising the steps of 
moving a retainer member into the first and second bones, retaining the first and second bones 
against movement relative to each other with die retainer member, and, thereafter, breaking the 
retainer member to release the first and second bones for movement relative to each other, 
wherein the retainer member is broken in a joint space located between the Qrst and second 
bones. 

47. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein the retainer member is formed 
of bone, said step of moving the retainer member into the first and second bones includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to at teas: partially form an opening in at feast one 
of the bones, 

• 48. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of breaking the 
retainer member to release the Srst and second bones for movement relative to each other 
includes bending a joint between the first and second bones. 

49, (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein, said step of moving the retainer 
member into the futst and second bones includes utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening extending through the first bone and to form an opening extending into the second bone. 
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50. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving the retainer member through connective 
tissue disposed between the first and second bones. 

5 1 . (Original) A method as set forth in claim 46 wherein an end portion of the first bone 
is disposed adjacent to an end portion of the second bone ? said step of moving the retainer 
member into the first and second bones includes moving a portion of the retainer member 
through the end portion of the first bone into the end portion of the second bone. 

52. -63. (Cancelled) 

64, (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 49 further including the step 
of removing a hard surface area from a location on a compact outer layer of at least one of the 
fust and second bone in the patient's body, said step of utilizing the retainer member to form an 
opening includes transmitting force from the leading end portion of the retainer member at the 
location where the h3rd surface area on the compact outer layer was removed. 

(tf , (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 46 further comprising 
connecting the retainer member with the first and second bones by transmitting force between an 
outer side surface area on the retainer member and the first and second bones. 



66-73. (Cancelled) 
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74. (Currently Amended) A method of immobilizing a joint between first and second 
bones in a pat tent* s body, said method comprising tho steps of: 

moving a retainer member formed of bone ihrough a portion of the first bone and wto the 
second bone, m£ 

holding the first and second bones against movement relative to each other with the 
retainer member formed of bone, wherein the first and second bones are different bones in the 
patient's bod y, and 

releasing the fast and second bones fox movement relative to each other by breaking the 

75. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 wherein said step of moving a retsiiner 
member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone includes 
utilizing the retainer member formed of bone to form an opening in the second bone as the 
retainer member formed of bone moves into the second bone, 

76. (Cancelled). . 

77. (Currently Amended) A method e re got fort h in-o kim 7 4 of immob ilizing a joint 
befwegrj first and second bo nes in a natientVbodv, $aid method comprising the steps. of: 

moving: a retainer member formed of bone through a portion of the first bone and i nto. th.e 

holding the first and second bones against movement relative to each other with the 
r_efaingr member formed of bone, wherein the first and second bones are different bones in the 

aati^fs.body; ai>d 

far t h er i mliidinjB <ho gtep ^^f positioning tissue at the joint between the first and second 
bones prior to performing said step of moving a retainer member formed of bone through a 
portion of the first bone and into the second bone. 

78. (Original) A method as set forth in claim 74 further including the step of determining 
the extent of movement of a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone relative 
to the first bone and interrupting said step of moving the retainer member formed of bone 
through a portion of the first bone and into the second bone upon detearmining that the extent o f 
movement of the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone corresponds to a 
priedeterminod extent of movement.- 



79-128. (Cancelled) 
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129. (Previously presented) A method of securing a first bone against movement 
relative to a second bone in a patient's body, said method comprising the steps of initiating 
formation of an opening in the Srst bone in the patient's body by applying force against the first 
bone in the patient's body with an eod of a retainer member formed of bone, moving at least a 
portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the first bone in the 
patient's body by the retainer member formed of bone, connecting the retainer member formed of 
bone with the tissue to be secured, wherein the tissue to be secured is a second bone m the 
patient's body, said steps of moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone in 

the first bone in the patient's body and connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the 
tissue to be secured includes moving a portion of the retainer member through the first bone into 
the second bone to prevent relative movement between the first and second bones, and thereafter, 
breaking the retainer member to release the first and second bones far movement relative to each 
other, wherein the retainer member is broken in a joint space located between the first and second 
bones, 

1 30. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 farther including the 
step of removing a hard surface area from a location on the first bone in the parent's body, said 
step of initiating formation of an openi ng in the first bone in the patient's body includes 
trausitufting force from the erxi of the retainer member formed of bone to the first bone in the 
patient's body at the location where the hard surface area was removed. 

13 1. {Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 30 wherein said step of 
transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the first bone in the 
patient's body includes rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a central axis of the 
retainer member formed of bono 

1 32. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 130 wherein said step of 
transmitting force from the end of the retainer member formed of bone to the first bone in the 
patient's body includes pushing material of the first bone in the patient's body aside under the 
influence of force transmitted from the retainer member formed of bone, 

1 33. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 1 29 wherein said step of 
moving at least a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the first bone in the 
patient's body is performed without rotating the retainer member formed of bone about a 
longitudinal central axis of the retainer member formed of bone. 

134. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with tissue to be secured includes moving a 
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portion of tine retainer member formed of bone into the tissue to be secured and transmitting 
force between an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured. 

1 35 > (Previously pre$ented) A method as set forth in claim 1 29 wherein said step 
moving it J6a$t a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the 
portion of the bone in the patient's body by the retainer member formed of bone includes moving 
a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bane into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient* s 
body, 

136^137. (Cancelled) 

138. (Previously presented) A method a$ $et forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bono with the tissue to he secured is performed after 
p^ojrraance of said $tep of initiating formation of an opening in the first bone in the patient's 
body. 

139. (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim 50, wherein the connective 
tissue is healed prior to breaking the retainer member. 
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portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the tissue to be secured and transmitting 
force between an outer side surface area on the retainer member formed of bone and the tissue to 
be secured. 

135, (Previously presented) A method as set forth in claim L 29 wherein said step 
moving at J east a portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the opening initiated in the 
portion of the bone in the patient's body by the retainer member formed of bone includes moving 
a leading end portion of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion of the bone in the 
patient's body and interrupting movement of the retainer member formed of bone into the portion 
of the bone in the patient's body when the leading end portion of the retainer member formed of 
bone has moved a predetermined distance into the portion of the bone disposed in the patient's 
body, 

136. -137. (Cancelled) 

138, (Previously presented) A method &$ set forth in claim 129 wherein said step of 
connecting the retainer member formed of bone with the tissue to he secured is performed after 
performance of said $tep of initiating formation of an opening in the first boue in the patient's 
body. 

1,39. (Previously presented) A method as set forth iv claim 50, wherein the connective 
tissue is healed prior to breaking the retainer member. 



